






northeastern	Brazil,	 looking	 to	answer	 the	 following	questions:	1)	What	 is	 the	average	clutch	size	 in	 this	
population?	2)	Is	clutch	size	associated	with	body	size	of	females?	3)	Is	reproduction	continuous	or	seasonal?	
The	 fieldwork	 to	 collect	 the	 lizards	 consisted	 of	 monthly	 trips	 from	 October	 2008	 to	 September	 2010.	
Additionally,	 from	 June	2009	 to	May	2010,	we	 registered	 the	 abundance	 of	 hatchlings	 and	 adults	 in	 the	














ativos	 em	 campo.	Nós	 coletamos	 15	 fêmeas	 adultas,	 dez	 das	 quais	 estavam	 em	 condição	 reprodutiva.	 O	
tamanho	médio	da	ninhada	foi	5,3	±	0,7	(range:	2–8,	N	=	10),	e	foi	significativamente	associado	com	o	tamanho	





























Ameiva	ameiva	 (Linnaeus,	 1758)	 (Figure	1)	 is	 a	mid-
sized	 (snout-vent	 length	 up	 to	 190	mm),	 active	 foraging	


























associated	with	body	 size	of	 females?	3)	 Is	 reproduction	













teiid	 species	 (e.g.	 VITT;	 COLLI,	 1994;	MESQUITA;	 COLLI,	
2003;	ZALDIV  AR-RAE	et	al.,	2008),	and	that	females	would	













vegetation	 in	 ESEC	 Seridó	 is	 arboreal-bushy	 hyperxero-
philous	(VARELLA-FEIRE,	2002).	The	rainy	season	usually	
starts	 in	 January,	 and	predominates	between	March	 and	













of	 vitellogenic	 follicles,	 eggs	 in	 the	 oviducts	 and	 corpora	
lutea	(ROCHA,	1992).	We	considered	the	largest	clutch	size	
in	females	carrying	vittellogenic	follicles	and	eggs/corpora	
















































not	 registered	during	 four	 consecutive	months	 (January-
April	2010);	only	in	May	2010	we	registered	again	hatch-
lings	in	the	population	(Figure	3).







































































































































































ESEC	 Seridó.	 Similarly,	 the	 whiptail	 lizard	 Ameivula	
ocellifera	(Spix,	1825),	another	teiid	species	investigated	in	
the	 same	 study	 site	 during	 the	 same	 years,	 presented	 a	
prolonged	reproductive	period,	apparently	continuous,	but	
with	a	strong	decrease	in	reproductive	activity	in	the	peak	
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